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HPREFAGCLE

There is un antuttave fecking deep an the breast of every huynan being which
prompts him to inquire not about himuelf, for be blindly helicves he 1o correct
in bis infoarcourse with the world, hat Lo Ltroce pash generalions, cxamine Ll
farmily trece and to ascertain from what Nation he sprang sod whether his
Forefathers held a distinguished rank in society or were doomed through ages
to enjoy a mediocrily,
The Brioley name datecy back to the yeare L2728, when the sun ot Isolda Breeclon
and Gilbert de Stoko cssumed the name of Brinley, atter the lands he inberited
at Brinley, Cheshire, where he hived, These linds had long beon owned by
the Brerctons, which had carly becomea family of gr Gt distinction tn Chesbire,
Isolda's father having been Sir Ralph de Brercion, a knight to his sovercign.
The fact that the Breretons and the family of Gilbert de Stoke were wealthy
landlords, long betore the tharteenth century, pives cvidence that these two
families were of Norman origin,
The place-name of the village of Brinley develvedtrom "Brunlea®, "Brundlegh'
and "Brundcley", the avcrent spellings, This village 16 located three and one-
half miles west of Naniwick Station on the ki, & N, W. Railroad, 'Therc, on a
window of Brercton Hall, the ancesical Brinley home, there pu an anclLent
inﬁ'i(.‘Il'.‘i'{)l.'l.i.')ffl which reads . .

"I'hough thou bz fux thy pedegre accopted as auncient as Saturn, 1n

wigsdormn as wisae as Solomon, in wealthe as riche as Grocsus, or for

thy beautic as flora, yet if thou be careles of religion, and neglect

the true scrvice of the ever lhiving god, thou dzt a cayule inout vyle

and miscrable, "





The surname of Brinley has been variously spelled, It was chiefly written
"Brindley" until about the year 1600, after which it appears, in both England
and America, without the d, It is entirely evidential that there is a blood
relationship between present day descendants of both spellings, a conclusion
that may, one day soon, be proven beyond any doubt,

The great-great-great-great-great-grandson of this 'first" Brinley was
Christopher Brinley of Wild Goose House, in the Parish of Leek, county of
Staffordshire, just a few miles from the Cheshire border, Christopher's son
was Stephen Brinley of Wild Goose House, and Stephen's son was Lawrence
Brinley of Willenhall, Staffordshire, Lawrence's son was Richard Brinley of
Chester, Exeter, and it was he who had two sons, Thomas and Lawrence,

Much has been researched and written about Sir Thomas Brinley, the Auditor

General to King Charles I and King Charles II, the Keeper of the Dowry of her

Majesty, Queen Henrietta Matia, and so on...for he was the progenitor of the

Newport Brinley's, whose apparent lot in life it was to have the funds to thor-

oughly research and record, 1in several published works, the evolution of
their particular ancestry.

Until now, little has been done to determine what happened to the brother of
3ir Thomas, Lawrence of London, who was born ca, 1593 and died in London
in 1662, The author will endeavor ‘to report in a later work in great detail
about his life, but for now it will be sufficient to merely record that Lawrence
was married twice, By his first marriage to a Mary Minifie, he had five sons
and two daughters: Samuel, Lawrence, Richard, George, Daniel, Mary and
Anne, It was this son, Lawrence, who emigrated to New England at about the
same period as Francis of Newport's emigration. By his second marriage 1o
an Elizabeth Beard on December 17, 1644, lawrence of London had six more
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children: Mary, Susan, Rebecca, Hester, Philip and Isaac. It was this last
born son, Isaac, who was baptised May 23, 1651 at St. Mary Magdalen's in
London, and who was a member of the Drapers Company, apprenticed on
September 15, 1668 and free in 1676. In the Assoc:iation Oath Rolls of the
City Companies of 1696, he is shown as a signatory. On September 28, 1682,
he was issued a license to marry a Mary Barrington at Braintree or Sturmer,
county of Essex, and thereafter departed from London., On this very date at
the Port of Philadelphia, many long months by sea voyage away, arrivedone
of William Penn's Twenty-three Ships, ""The Friend's Adventure".

The third passenger ship to arrive in Philadelphia that month, the "Adventure"
was commanded by Thomas Wall, Master, and brought emigrants from both
Cheshire and Staffordshire. Among these families were the Yardley's from
Ransclough, near Leek, Staffordshire; the Clowes family of Gosworth, Che-
shire; John Brock of Bramhall, with his servants, Job Houle and Eliza Eaton;
the Milnor's of Staffordshire; the Powell's of Layloch, Cheshire; the Walley's
of Bickley, Cheshire; the Pickering's of Halton, Cheshire; the Buckley's and
the Heycock's of Slin, Eccleshall Parish, Staffordshire; and, last but by no
means least, Luke Brinley, a mason from lLeek, Staffordshire. All on board
were of the Quaker faith and Luke's Certificate of Removal -

Fallowfield Monthly Meeting "held in Joshua Dale's house' and dated the first
day of "ye 3rd month, 1684", He was entered as a member of Falls Monthly
Meeting in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. The Old Penn Map discloses that
Luke held an original warrant for land facing the Delaware River, across
from the City of Trenton, possibly in co-ownership with a John Parsons. On
April 8, 1688, he sold 90 acres to a Peter Worrall. In 1684, Luke was named
High Sheriff of Bucks County; in 1688 he served on the Grand Jury;and in 1689
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he was named Ranger of Bucks County. In 1701, a meeting of the Pennsylvania
Commission in Philadelphia refers to his lands in Makfield Township, Bucks
County.

The evidence indicates that liuke Brinley had made several trips to visit the
colonies before his emigration in 1682, for he is shown on December 5, 1678
as an inhabitant of Burlington, New Jersey. It is further evidential that Luke
fathered two sons, James and Alexander. James was born ca., 1688, and on
January 1, 1712, he married a Mary Wivell at the Old Christ Church in
Philadelphia. On October 14, 1716, their daughter Margaret was baptised,
and she died August 23, 1717. Mary died October 9, 1731, followed by £he
death of James, who was a I-iatter in Philadelphia, on October 9, 1736.
Alexander Brinley was born ca. 1698, and his wife's name was Elizabeth. On
October 25, 1737, Alexander received a warrant for 255 acres of land '"upon
the Allegany Creek in Robeson Township", in what was then Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania. This warrant was issued by the Penns, and Alexander and his
wife thereupon settled on this Tract of Land, whichwas to be thereafter known
as “Alexarllder's Farm' in future deed descriptions. They became members
of St. Gabriel's Episcopal Church in Douglassville, where their first son,
John, was baptised April 2, 1738, On January 31, 1739, their second child
was baptised, James Brinley. On March 17, 1743, Alexander sold his farm
to Squire Boone, the father of ‘the great Daniel Boone. "Alexander's Farm"
was owned by the Boone's until April 27, 1774, Alexander and Elizabeth and
their two sons, John and James, moved elsewhere in Robeson Township, and
there is no further trace of their whereabouts until James is listed in the 1769
Tax Lists of Upper Merion Township, Montgomery County, as living with a

Henry Castleberry. He is traced on the same township's tax lists for each
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year thereafter until 1776, the year of the American Revolution, when he
returned to his birthplacein Robeson Township with his wife, Mary Casselberry,
and their three children. There 1s no further trace of his brother, John, or
his father, Alexander, but it is believed that his widowed mother, Elizabeth,
was remarried toa Charles Readingat St. Michael's Zion Church, Philadelphia,
on July 12, 1767.
It was this James, then, who was the third generation of the Brinley family in
Pennsylvania, and this work records the many generations which have followed
him. It serves as a prelude to a major work presently being written, to be
entitled ""700 Years of the House of Brinley"., In this later work, a supreme
| effort shall be made to link together vast branches of the Brinley descendants
who were, heretofore, thought to be unrelated.

Fifty copies of this present work, each signed by the author, have been printed.

They have been distributed to the Library of Congress, the copyright officein

Washington, the Sons ofthe American Revolution, the Daughters of the American
| Revolution, the Society of Genealogists in kondon, the Genealogical Society of
| Pennsylvania, the Historical Societies of Berks, Lancaster, Montgomery and

. Chester Counties in Pennsylvania, the Public Libraries of Boston, Hartford,

|

New York, Newark, Philadelphia and Paramus, New Jersey, and the State
Library of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg.
To future members of this family is passed this ancient charge . . .
"Whereas ye be ofe a finglar fate to'v been borne a Brinley, ye shal
ever concerne on thy heritage and take care that each gen"n yet to
come shall know thee and thy ancestors. "

490 Forest Avenue m

Paramus, New Jersey Robert M. Brinley, C.
April 8, 1967
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