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Robert Burdick of Rhodelsland.
bv Nellie Willard Johr

(1 receive numerous reauests from people trvina to find their Burdick rootsnatelv. most of thos
reauests ao unfulfilled -- I'm not a aenealoaist. But | alwavs take a auickouah Néellie Johnsor
"Burdick" book to seeif | can find a match. which sometimes| do. What'swvina? " Even a blii
sauirrel finds a nut sometime." | mail cobies of the anorooriate pades alone first few paaes of th
book aivina the historv of Robert Burdick. the oriainal Burdick immiarant.it would be useful to sha
these paaes with evervone who mav not have Nellie's book or accessto it. Thisreoroducesthefirst fe
paaes. describina the political intriaue between colonial Massachusetts and Rand that |ead to tF
formation of Connecticut. in which Robert plaved a central role. The next Newill chronicle the lives
thefirst Burdick familv. - t

ORIGIN OF THE BURDICK

"Thereisaood reason to believe that the surname Burdick isidentical v(also snelled Burde
Burdette. etc.) The snellina Burdick isnot aiven in Enalish workson surrlike manv Amerii
namesit isprobablv avariation in spellina from the Enalish Burdette. Cutter. New Enalz
Families. Vol |.p. €

Savaade. in his Genealoaical Dictionarv. savs of the

"Burdick or Burdict -- Thisnameis often confounded with Burditt." (Sac. of New Enaland. Va
p. 301.

Add to thisthefact that the name of Robert. the emiarant ancestor. apoe official records of Rh
|sland and M assachusetts varioudv as Birdict. Berdick. Burdett. Burditnd Burdick (aswill
shown later). and it seemsreasonablv certain that hisancestors areto be fina the ancient family
Burdettsin Enala

Beforethe Normans cameto Enaland the Bordets. or Burdetts. were baronnear Falaise. i
Normandyv. Cuillv or Ouillv formed onlv part of the possessions of the Bur name seemsto ha
been adonted from the nlace name Bourdet. Two brothers of thisname. RobLord of Cuillv. and
brother Huah. cameto Enaland with the Conaueror (The Duchess of Clevelabbev Roll. Vol. I.
191 et seq.. 276. 277. Baker. British Familv Names. p. 99. Barina-Gould. Fairsand Their Storv
256.) On the Roll of Battle Abbev the nameis snelled Burdet. Robert and Hopear in the Domesc
as sub-tenantsin L eicestershire. where Huah held consider able estates undentess Judith. Thew
and son of Robert are also on thelist of landowners. Robert was dead beforhen hiswidow held |¢
from Huah de Grantmesnil. in Lincolnshire (Dom. |. 232b). He had a son Hs Huah had soi
Robert de Cuilv. and Walter de Cuilv. from whom descended the Cuillv. Ollv. deCulevs. Culi
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Duadaletells of a William Burdet " who flourisht in Henrv I 1'stime." andoubtedlv an ancestor
thelater families of Burdett. " The said William Burdet. beina both a vevout man. made aiour
tothe Holv Land for subduina of the Infidellsin those parts..." Helef Huah. whose line expire
the next aeneration. and Richard. who died in 1223." The accompanvina ntshow the descent
some male membersof the far

It isprobablethat Robert Burdick or Burdett was a descendant of some ov ancestor:

ROBERT BURDICK. THE EMI

Names of those who mav have been hisrelatives anpear verv earlv in Coloni. A WILLIAM BUR
aced 25. cameto Virainiain the" Susan" in 1615. GEORGE BURDITT or BURLmM Yarmou
Norfolk. Enaland. where he was bv popular € ection had preached two vear:ed for atimein Sale
Mass. WILLIAM BURDICK was master of the ship " Hooewell" which brouaht to this countrv
1635. (Cutter. New Ena. Families. Vol. |. p. 460.) A ROBERT BURDITT. who en related to Rob:
above. wasborn in Enaland in 1633. cameto New Enaland when a vouna mand in Malden. Me
Therehemarried. November. 1653. Hannah Winter. The names of his childrar to those of tl
Rhode Idand familv. beina. Hannah. Marv. Joseoh. Thomas. Ruth. Hedied J7. His descendan
retained the spellina BURDITT. (Cutter. New Ena. Familie

Thefirst BURDICK of record in Americawas ROBERT BURDICK. whowasliv. R.l..in 1655. F
came from Enaland to Newport in 1651. (Abridaed Compendium of Amer. Gent. 518. 970.) H
wasmarried. Nov. 2. 1655. to Ruth Hubbard. thefirst white child born at av Sorinafield). M«
Jan 11. 1640. Her father. Samuel Hubbard. came from Enaland to Salem. Ma. (Cutter. New El
Families. pn. 97¢

Robert BERDICK and Tobia Sanderswere admitted as Freemen of Newport. V Robert BIRDI
(1656). Tobia Sanders. and Josenh Clarkewere all livina at Newport in165*URDICK was admi
a Freeman of the Colonv of Rhode lsland. Mav 20. 1657. (Rhode | land Recor663. VVal. |. pn. 3C
303. 356.

In the westwar d expansion of the earlv New Enaland Coloniesthree of then to atract of land cal
the Peauot countrv. In October. 1658. M assachusetts declared a small settleh had been mac
there. to be a plantation with the name of Southertown (now Stoninaton). ai it to Suffolk Cour
Mass. Special commissioners and a constable wer e abpointed to administer iecs.. V. 353.) Tt
Rhode I dand Assemblv. the next month. retaliated bv war nina all settlerouted areathat if thev
their landsunder another colonial aovernment their holdinas would be cor.l. Col. Recs.. |. 40:

"M eantime. the Narraoansett settlements (of Rhode | and) bouaht from thnder the name of t
Westerlv Purchase. land a part of which lav in Southertown. and beoan t (Osaoood. Americ
Coloniesin the 17th Centurv. bp. 367-369.) Amona the settlerswere Rober Tobias Saunders. a
Joseph Clarke. farmersof Newport. and thev soon found themselvesin thee fiaht betwes

M assachusetts and Rhode | 9«

William Chesbrouah testified beforethe General Court of Massachusetts. $61. that about t!
middle of September. 1661. he was" occasioned to aoe abr oad upon his affai nder standina tt

diverspersons. about thirtv-six inhabitants of Road | sland. were come inids of Southertowne. to
claimeaiintnthalande and tn divide and lav niit Inttein the camea" whe demanded " the reacnr
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their intrusion into other men'sriahts: tellina them those lands wer e wunds of Southertowne
appropriated to several persons.” Thereplv came from the leader. Benedice " said. in wav
answer manv thinasimpertinentlv. the sum wher eof was. that thev owned thcbe the men th.
claimed the lands. and said thev would keepe possession. and that thev wol their title anv where
in Rhode ldand. or in Enaland: and Arnold said that if anv should attactton. he would liein pri
seven vear s before hewould trv thetitlestl

The General Court then issued a Warrant. asf

"WARRANT. Tothe Constable of Southe

"Whereas. We areinformed of sundrv rude fellows. that contrarv to thersoveraione Lord 1
Kina. etc.. of this Collonv. have. in ariotous manner entered uoon. and tession of the lands
sundrv of our inhabitantsin the bounds of vour towne. These areto reathis Maiesties name
apprehend all such persons. and safelv convev them befor e some of the maai thisiurisdiction
aive an account of such their proceedinas: and hereof vou areto make atr under vour hand. ¢
not faile. Dated 25. 8 month. 1t

"Sianed bv Jo. Endicott. G
"Ri. Belinaham. Den. G
" Daniel Gooki

ThisWarrant was endor sed bv the Con:

"Accordinatothetrust committed to me. | have arrested three men. viz: Tders. Robert Burd
and Joseph Clar ke. which last upon extraordinarv occasion was. bv the Comand constable. set -
libertv. Dated 1st November. 1

"William Palmer. Conste

It developed later. that at thetime of their arrest the Rhode | land men wait to inter cent and s
the Constable and Deputv. with such as came with them to prison asthev reich thev had doni
but thev beina aoneto dinner missed tt

On Nov. 14. 1661. thev were brouaht to trial before Governor Endicott anates at Bostol

"Tobias Saundersand ROBERT BURDETT beina brouaht porisonersbv virtuerom the Goverr
and maaistratesfor aforcible entrv and intrusion into the bounds of Soun the Peauot countrv. u
severall men'sproperties aranted to them bv the General Court of thisi who upon beina examii
bv what authoritv or order therewerethere. Tobias Saunders answered. tht of Road Island ae
libertv for certavne of their inhabitantsto purchase lands of the I ndiar these lands wer e pbur cha:
bv them... Beina asked whether thev had under stood that war nina was aiverrt out of those lan:
and out of the bounds of said towne. Tobias answer ed. that thev looked uncsto betheir riaht. ¢
therefore thev abode upon them. and confessed he was ubon it when the consiehended ther

"ROBERT BURDET beina examined. acknowledaed that he was unon the same |t a small hous
there. unon thelott laved out to him: and that he went upon this desiane same arounds as a
declared bv Tobias Saund
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"Tobias Saundersand ROBERT BURDETT benatold that thev must aive secalue of one hundr
pounds aneece. to answer what shall be obiected acainst them at the next Gert. otherwisetob
committed to prison. thev refused to find securitv and wer e col

"WARRANT FOR COMMI

"The Keeper of theprison of Boston. You are herebv reauired to take int«dv the bodves of Tob
Saundersand ROBERT BURDETT of Rhode | land and them safelv to keepe.nd sufficie
securitv. to the value of one hundred pounds aniece. to answer at the next Court. to be holden
Boston in Mav next. for forcible entrv and detevnina of possession of landa to the Colonv

M assachusetts within the bounds of Southertowne in the Peauot countrv. to erina of men'sliv
contrarv to the peace of our Sovereian Lord. th

" John Endicott. Gt
"Rich'd Bellinah
" Daniel Gooki

In aletter from the General Court of M assachusettsto Rhode Isdland istclt of thetrial in M

" Dated Boston 10 3rd month. :

"You mav herebv take notice. that two of vour neonle namelv Tobias SaunderRT BURDITT. b
lona since taken on the place. and secured bv usto answer their trespasse. now called them befi
the Court and find nothina from them to iustifv their oroceedinas. This ereforefined them
pounds for vour offence... and thev stand committed to orison till vour sfied...

Thev were committed to the Boston iail and kent therefor two vears. Eachaht to arrest citizens
the other. Thetwo were at last released on beina exchanaoed for two M assacficials taken
retaliation bv the Rhode | dand authc

"From this sturdv. conscience-minded ancestor. Robert. snorana all the Burlaim an earlv Rhc
Island ancestrv." (R.l. Records. Vol. |. nn. 455. 45¢

When Connecticut was aranted a new charter. the disputed area of Southertaton) was aiven
her. and Massachusettsretired from therace. Later a compromise was arr naland betwex
Connecticut and Rhode Island. wher ebv the latter was awar ded the area of \here Robert Burd
had built his house. and where he settled on beina released bv M assac

(And that's whv Rhode | Sland has that little bulae in it's southern border wecticut. - HB

40f4 3/16/2010 23:5!



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

